Apomorphine-induced hypothermia increases during ethanol withdrawal.
Changes in several measures of dopamine function have been observed following acute or chronic ethanol exposure. The present study examined the effects of chronic ethanol exposure on the hypothermia following acute administration of the dopamine agonist apomorphine. Animals withdrawn from chronic ethanol exposure showed a significantly greater decrease in body temperature following apomorphine than did ethanol-naive controls, suggesting an increase in sensitivity to dopaminergic stimulation during ethanol withdrawal.